
LOTF'MEETING NOTICE
Monday Jtne22,2009

1:00 p.m.
UNO Advanced TechnologY Center

2021 Lakeshore Drive, Suite 300

New Orleans,La.70122

Agenda

I, ROLLCALL

Il. APPROVAL of MaY 18,2009 MINUTES

III. OYSTER DEVELOPMENT ACCOTINT INFORMATION

a. Oyster Tag Sales- (LSPMB Staff)

b. LOTF Financial Reporl-(Ewell Smith)

c. LOTF 2008-09 Budget (Ewell Smith)

d. LOTF 2009-10 Budget (Ewell Smith)

e. Travel Expense Procedures and Reports (Ewell Smith)

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Depafiment of Health and Hospitals
a. Update on Joint Health,,'DWF Committee Meeting Regarding DHH Logs and LDWF Trip Tickets -

DHH and LDWF (David Guilbeau/Patrick Banks)

b. Update on Joint Health/DWF request to look at the variables in air and water temp stafting at 3 a.m. to

sei if early morning harvest maybe an option to extend harvest hours to meet Zp. Management Plan

c. Instructions on eduiating the harvesters and dealers prior to obtaining a commercial license

d. Update on Sabine Lake (DI{H)
e. Update on Maps that include Areas, Seasonal Closures and Longitudes/Latitudes

B. Governor's Office on Coastal Afl'airs
a. Ostrica Locks construction update (Jerome Zeringue)

b. Annual Report on oyster leases affected by coastai restoration projects

C. Department of Natural Resources

a. HCR 105 exemptions for Coastal Zone permit requirements for concrete mats (Karl Morgan)

D. Deparlment of Wildlife and Fisheries
a. Update on Maps that include DEQ Areas,

b. Cultch Plant (Patrick Banks)

c. POLR Program Extension

HealthAreas, Seasonal Ciosures and Longitudes/Latitudes

F,
(r.
H.
l.

Public & Private Oyster Grounds Committee (Buddy Pausina)

a. Biological surveys following permitted coastal activities (Jakov Jurisic)

Enforcement (Keith Lacaze)
Legislative (Mike Voisin)
Coastal Restoration (Jerome Zeringue)

Coastal Restoration Activity Impact Sub-Committee- (John Tesvich)

a. Plans for Myrtle Grove Large-scale River Diversion - The effect it will have on

Barataria BaY

J. Oyster Resource Advisory Committee (Mike Voisin)

K. Marketing (Mike Voisin)
a. Briefing Book

NEW BUSNESS
A. Request Funding for new Louisiana Oyster Industry Video

B. Marking Cultch plants with Buoys, (include in contracts)

VII

VIII. Set Next Meeting
Ix. ADJOURN



Oyster Task Force Meeting, May 18, 2009

Absent: shane Bagala, Leo Dyson, Jakov Jurisic, Kirk Rhinehart

present: Glen Cambre, Wilbert Collins, Dan Coulon, Keith Lacaze, Brad Robin, Al Sunseri, John Tesvich, Mike

Voisin, Wilson Voisin, peter Vujnovich, Karim Belhadjali sitting in for Jerome Zeringue, Ralph Pausina'

ll. Appointment of Dana Brocato to the taskforce by United commercial Fishermen's Association. Al requested

that a copy of this appointment letter be sent to the taskforce to keep for their records'

lll. Mike motioned to approve minutes, second by Dan coulon

Minutes passed

lY. a. 1,.74 million tags for a total of S87,000

b. LOTF financial report

Motion by Ralph pausina to have the finance committee present an updated 2008-09 budget

at the next meeting, second by Mike Voisin.

A. LOTF briefing book- moved to marketing committee to develop with staff

B. Report on Vp and W management plan-same as last year. Requires refrigeration from June to

September. Vv, lnternal temp of 55 degrees within 6 hours of harvest'

Mike made motion for health committee to meet pre ISSC and work with DHH to work

on calculator

Dan seconds motion.
C.

a. Karim Belhadjali- unable to get much info on item a'

b. Lock is under construction

c. Motion to request from WLF a list of leases that are pending or non-renewable

according to OCPR or DNR. Motion passed.

Buddy made a motion to send letter to OCPR requesting that they resume their

report of the projected adversely affected leases due to coastal restoration

projects. Motion Passed.

Committee RePorts

Finance

Health-meeting to discuss health/trip ticket combination'

Enforcement-sitting in on natural resources committee meetings. Lost vacancies, but no personnel

as of yet due to budget cuts.



public and Private oyster Grounds committee-letters sent and passed around for review'

Legislative:

Motion to support bill 191 by Mike voisin, Peter second motion'

John made a Motion to recommend to house naturar resources committee that the

struck portions of HB 5g7 be left in the bill and to support the added language

Peter second.

substitute to support house bill 587 as written by Mike Voisin, second by wilson

voisin. 4 in favor.5 opposed.Substitute Motion failed.original motion carries'

oyster Resource Advisory committee- Patrick will present their information to committee instead

of the entire taskforce.

vt.

a. Mr. Buddy made a motion that the LSPMB staff send out the proper procedures

for filling out BA-12, which requestS travel authorization, travel expenses, etc'

Second bY Mike Voisin.

b. Motion to request wLF to extend current POLR cooperative agreements

automatically between oyster farmers and wLF until December 31, 2009' second

by Mike Voisin. Motion carries'

c. discussed earlier

d. John made a motion that he will

paper on coastal restoration in the

Second by Wilbert. Motion carries'

Motion to add marking routes in bays be added to the agenda' Motion by John

second by Peter. Motion carries'

e. Marking routes in bay areas. Motion by Brad to write letter to coast guard and corps

of engineers to estabrish navigation channers as a resurt of the closing of MS River

Gulf outlet. Second bY Dan.

f. Early morning harvest-

Mike made a motion to request that health department look at variables of air and

water temp starting at 3 a.m. and put those in the calculator to see if early morning

harvest might be an option. second by wilbert. Motion carries'

Mike made a motion to adiourn. Buddy second'

group together a committee to write a position

state and how it affects the oyster industry'



Oyster Tag Sales BY TYPe

07101/08 - 05/31/09

Generic

Shucking

Computer

Post Harvest (Blue)

Personalized Regular

Personalized Green

Generic Green

Personalized Post Harvest(Blue)

For Cooking Only

Personalized For Cooking OnlY

Yellow

Total

432,300

500

370,000

131,500

1,295,000

1 15,000

7,000

165,000

31,500

180,000

10,000

2,737,800

0.05

136,890

X
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June 8, 2009

Mr. Louis Buatt
Assistant SecretarY

Office of Coastal Restoration and Management

Denartment of Natural Resources

61i North 3'd Street

P.O. Box 44027
Baton Rouge, LA 7 0804-4027

RE: Annual report to the Louisiana Oyster Task Force on Oyster Leases affected by

planned Coastal Restoration Projects, (R.S' 56:a32'2)

Dear Mr. Buatt,

At the last Louisiana Oyster Task Force, (LOTF), meeting on May 18, 2009 we discussed

your office providing the annual reporl to the LOTF on the oyster leases that will be

affected by current or planned coastal restoration projects.

The statute requires that the Department of Natural Resources, (DNR), provide the LOTF

with information regarding current and planned coastal restoration projects, but we've

been told the Governor's Office on Coastal Activities, (GOCA) will provide the LOTF

with that information. Since it is not clear who will provide the LOTF this information

and the statute requires DNR to provide the annual report, I was hoping that you would

let me know if your office or the GOCA will be providing that report to the LOTF by

August 15,2009.

If you would like to speak to me about this matter, you can call me at my office or on my

,noUit. telephone. Those telephone numbers arc 504-523-2651 and 504-722-9854.

Sincerely,

IdA*R H
{\
\t

Alfred R. Sunseri

Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

c.c. Karl Morgan

1021 Lokeshore Drive, Suite 300

New Orlecns, LA70122
504.283.9893

W.::i,fllL]!!I;ZfH:!1:7;t{,W:

-.-,-.. t ^-.:-:-^^4,.-t^-- ^--
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June 8, 2009

Mr. Garret Graves

Director
Governor's Office of Coastal Activities
Capitol Annex
l05l North 3'd Street, Suite 138

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

RE: Annual report to the Louisiana Oyster Task Force on Oyster Leases affected by

planned Coastal Restoration Projects, (R.S. 56:432'2)

Dear Mr. Graves,

At the last Louisiana Oyster Task Force, (LOTF), meeting on May 18, 2009 Mr' Karim

Belhadjali spoke on behalf of your office because Mr. Jerome Zeringue was unable to

attend our meeting. The LOTF requested that he ask your office to provide the annual

report to the LOTF on the oyster leases that will be affected by planned coastal

restoration projects.

The statute requires that the Department of Natural Resources, (DNR), provide the LOTF

with information regarding current and pianned coastal restoration projects, but we've

been told that your offt"" will provide the LOTF that information. Since it is not clear

who will prorid" the LOTF this information, I was hoping that you would let me know if
your office or the DNR will be providing that report by August 15, 2009.

If you would like to speak to me about this matter, you can call me at my office or on my

-oUit" telephone. Those telephone numbers are 504-523-2651 and 504-122-9854.

Sincerely,

e6\_R 6^--*_
t\
u
v

Alfred R. Sunseri
Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

c.c. Jerome Zerrngue

1021 Lokeshore Drive, Suite 300

New Orleons, LA70122
504.283.9893

Y::.:l:t(tt:l'!ir!:,::1!!,'li;:!:1i:. |','i:'iY :

..^.-.- I ^..:-:--^ff..-t^-- ^-^



NWW
*ystr*r Y*sk Sr:t'r:e

June 9, 2009

Heather Warner-Finley
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Dear Heather,

The Louisiana Oyster Task Force, (LOTF), would like to request that the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries provide it with all of the historical background, including letters,

inter-departmental, inter-agency communications, agency directives and rules established

relatinglo the oyster leasing moratorium that was put in place during the Foster-Jenkins

administration and the recent partial lifting of this moratorium.

The LOTF believes that this information can help during the discussions and actions to be

taken by the Special Advisory Committee to the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission on

Lifting the Oyster Lease Moratorium.

Thanks in advance for your consideration to gather this information. If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact me at 504-523-2651.

Sincerely,

Alfred R. Sunseri
Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

c.c. Randy Pausina
John Roussel
Karen Foote
Patrick Banks

IS2l L.skesllore *rive, Suite 3$0
l'{ew Sdeans, LA 701??

(r'11 101 oqot
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June 17,2009

Mary E. Landry
Commander
Eighth Coast Guard District
Hale Boggs Federal Building
500 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

RE: Request to mark old navigation channels with buoys as a result of the closing of MS River

Gulf outlet east of the Mississippi River.

Dear Commander Landry,

The Louisiana Oyster Task Force, (LOTF), has asked that I contact you in regards to marking

navigational channels with buoys east of the Mississippi River. I have courtesy copied the

Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, the Executive Director of the

Louisiana Governor's Office on Coastal Protection, the Colonel in charge of the New Orleans

district ofthe Corp ofEngineers hoping that you can get together to address and correct this

situation.

Since the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, (MRGO), has been closed, it has become evident to

oyster leaseholders that vessels are unclear where the deeper water navigational channels are

located. Many leaseholders have reported seeing deep draft vessels traveling through their

shallow oyster leases, wheel-washing and causing damages to their oyster beds.

I would appreciate it if you could help determine a means by which the navigational channels can

be marked so our oyster beds can remain undisturbed. You can contact me by telephone and my

number is 504-523-2651 or you can send a reply to my email address which is

asutse{@hql1squlh.n91

Sincerely,

*4t\-R S^^-
rl

Alfred R. Sunseri
Chairman
Louisiana Oyster Task Force

c.c. Scott Angelle, Secretary DNR
Garret Graves, Executive Director, GOCP
Colonel Alvin B. "Al" Lee

l*?1 lqkesh$re Err've, Suite 3*s
l"'l*w Srlerns, LA 701I?

ss,{":83.98$3
- 

-,*j*a; "* "' --*aq*i.'
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